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possible, a wise man be contented with his lot, even with a shrew; for though he cannot make her better, he may, you see, make himself better by her means. But, instead of pursuing my design of displaying conjugal love in its natural beauties and attractions, I am got into tales to the disadvantage of that state of life. I must say, therefore, that I am verily persuaded that whatever is delightful in human life is to be enjoyed in greater perfection in the married than in the single condition. He that has this passion in perfection, in occasions of joy can say to himself, besides his own satisfaction, ' How happy will this make my wife and children 1' Upon occurrences of distress or danger can comfort himself, * But all this while my wife and children are safe.' There is something in it that doubles satisfactions, because others participate them; and dispels afflictions, because others are exempt from them. All who are married without this relish of their circumstance are in either a tasteless indolence and negligence, which is hardly to be attained, or else live in the hourly repetition of sharp answers, eager up-braidings, and distracting reproaches. In a word, the married state, with and without the affection suitable to it, is the completest image of heaven and hell we are capable of receiving in this life 1.
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No. 480.         Wednesday, Sept. 10, 1712         [STEELE
Eesponsare cupidinibus, contemnere honores Fortis, et in se ipso totus, teres atque rotundus.
HOE., 2 Sat. vii, 85
THE other day, looking over those old manuscripts, of which I have formerly given some account, and which relate to the character of the mighty Phara-mond of France, and the close friendship between him and his friend Eucrate2, I found, among the
1 See Nos. 482, 486.                         . 2 See Nos. 76, 84, 97.